Things to bring when you go off-road/camping

Always Bring

· Important Phone Numbers – includes emergency numbers.

· Plenty of Water – more than you think you’ll need!

· Hat – your head gets heated by the sun in summer and loses heat in winter so cover it up.

· Extra Set of Keys – preferably kept on your person or otherwise outside the vehicle.

· Full Tank of Gas – always start out with a full tank if possible on any kind of trip.

· Toilet Paper – a roll of TP in a freezer bag keeps you prepared whenever nature calls – biodegradable is best as you can bury it if needed.

· Extra Glasses/Sunglasses – especially important for people who wear prescription glasses but even a broken pair of non-prescription sunglasses can make life difficult, even dangerous.

· Directions – it’s nice to know how to get where you want to go.

Vehicle Gear

· Map or Guide Book of the Area – it’s good to know where you are, where you’re going, and where the nearest bathroom is.

· Permits – sometimes required for access, others just for camping – always check ahead of time.

· Compass – it helps to know how to use it.

· FRS and/or CB Radio 

· GPS – even on Xcursions into well-known areas, a GPS can be handy for marking a spot you want to return to.

· GPS Accessories – needed for a computer.

· Cables

· Software CD’s

· Flashlight or 2 – a day trip was planned, but stuff happens & it’s good to see when attempting a repair or finding help.

· Extra Batteries for your equipment

· Spare Fuses

· Spare Belt(s)

· Tire Repair Kit

· Fire Extinguisher – store where it is easy to access.

· Extra Gasoline – that extra 5 gallons may equal a lot of peace of mind.

· Siphon hose

· Flares

· Ratchet Straps

· Bungee Cords

· Zip Ties

· First Aid Kit 
· Blanket – at least a solar blanket: it’s compact and keeps you warm in the cold and shielded in the sun.

· Shovel – handy for many purposes, especially if driving in sandy or muddy areas.

· Basic Tool Box – you should know if your vehicle requires standard, metric or a mixed set of tools.

· Screwdrivers

· Allen wrenches

· Sockets & wrenches

· Hammer

· Adjustable crescent wrench

· Recovery Equipment

· Tree Saver

· Gloves

· Block & Tackle

· Shackles

· Winch Controller – you’d be surprised how often these are forgotten.
· Tow Strap – usually necessary for vehicle recovery.
· Hi-Lift jack – multi-purpose self-recovery tool for those who do not have a winch.

· Hi-Lift jack Base

· Cables and Chains – used with the Hi-Lift for most types of recovery.

· Axe – you never know when you might need it.

· Knife – you know, for cutting things.

· Hose Clamps, Nuts, Bolts, and Washers – so you can perform at least a few, simple repairs on the trail.

· Duct Tape – the great, all-purpose repair and packing accessory!

· Fix-A-Flat – easier than changing the tire and sometimes all you need to make it home.

· Electric Tire Pump – an expensive but recommended accessory for those who air down for the trails.

· Tire Pressure Gauge

· Jumper Cables

· Tire Chains – if you’re going to snow country, some roads can only be accessed if you have chains.

· Carpet – 2x4ft strips of scrap carpet can be great when traveling through areas with extremely soft, sandy spots.

· Octane Booster – take enough for two full tanks of gas if leaving for South of the border.

· Coolant – extra gallon for long trips.

· Motor Oil – an extra quart or 2 should be enough for an emergency.

· Power inverter


Camping Gear

· Tent – make sure it is all there.

· Poles

· Stakes

· Rain Cover

· Footprint

· Tent Repair Kit

· Rope – climbing and or general purpose.

· Folding Saw – just for limbs etc. Don’t forget to Tread Lightly.

· Tarp – a good tarp is very versatile: make an awning for instant shade or rain cover, use on the ground for a picnic, serves as a back-up ground cloth for the tent, use as a lean-to to sleep under instead of bringing a tent, etc.

· Sleeping Pad or Air Mattress – unless you like sleeping on rocks, pine needles, twigs and other things that poke and jab.

· Sleeping Bag(s)

· Blankets

· Pillow(s) – makes for restful night’s sleep.

· Chairs – one for each person is recommended.

· Lantern – better light than a flashlight.

· Mesh Laundry Bag – place to store soiled cloths so they air out.

· Cooler(s)/Fridge

· Clothespins – good if you need to wash clothes on extended trips and need them to dry.

· Camp Shower

· Awning

· Awning Poles

· Extra tent Stakes – these things can and do break.
· Plastic/Rubber Mallet

· Hammock

· Water Filter – for purifying water if needed.

· Strike Anywhere Matches

Kitchen Gear

· Cooking utensils
· Eating utensils
· Can opener
· Sharp knives
· Pots and Pans
· Biodegradable soap
· Paper Towels
· Cups/Mugs
· Plates – paper plates compact nice or you can burn them if you want fewer dishes
· Sponges
· Long lighter – good to start a grill or fire.
· Cutting board
· Measuring cup(s)
· 5-gal Water Jug

· Dishpan – make sure its big enough for your pots/pans
· Can/Bottle Opener – you can’t enjoy what you can’t open.

· Matches

· Charcoal

· Lighter Fluid

· Garbage Bags – always pack out what you pack in unless trash cans are provided.

· Freezer/Sandwich Bags – for wet garbage and food scraps, especially in areas with bear or coyote (Zip-Locks work the best).

· Towel – for drying dishes.

· Water Bottles
· Camp Stove/Grill

· Fuel/Propane

· Koozies

· Folding Table – especially useful when camping in undeveloped areas.

· Grill Guard – if cooking over an open fire, ensure you have a cooking surface or support for pots.
Food/Drink Supplies

· Water – more than you think you’ll need.

· Breakfast Items - ensure to pack enough for everyone.

· Lunch Items – ensure to pack enough for everyone.

· Dinner Items – ensure to pack enough for everyone.

· Coffee Pot
· Coffee and Creamer

· Ice – remember dry Ice keeps frozen items frozen but usually only lasts a day.

· Baking Soda – used for cleansing as well as a good fire extinguisher if needed.

· Aluminum Foil – used for cooking as well as wrapping food for in the fire cooking.

· Snacks – chips, fruits or anything you like.

· Pam

· Salt and Pepper

· Condiments 

· Ketchup

· Mustard

· BBQ Sauce

· Sugar

· Cooking Spices

· Soda / Beer – make sure you have something for everyone including children.

Clothing

· Jeans/Pants
· Belt

· Shorts

· Short Sleeve Shirts

· Long Sleeve Shirts

· Sweatshirt/Sweaters

· Bathing Suit

· Beach Towel(s)

· Undergarments – bras and panties for the misses and boxers for the fellows.

· Socks

· Flip Flops/Sandals

· Sneakers

· Hiking Shoes/Boots

· Shower Shoes

· Windbreaker/Light Jacket

· Heavy Coat

· Gloves

· Hat/Beanie

· Scarf

· Fleece Pullover(s)

· Rain Jacket/Pants – storms can roll in quickly in many areas and it’s nice to be ready.

Toiletries 

· Sunscreen

· Insect repellent – The best kinds contain Deet.

· Vitamins

· Medications that are taken regularly

· Medications commonly needed (such as Allegra for allergy sufferers, Advil for headaches).

· Toothbrush

· Toothpaste

· Dental Floss

· Hair Ties

· Feminine Hygiene Products

· TP – I need TP for my Bunghole!! 

· Shampoo/Conditioner

· Soap

· Lotion

· Mirror

· Nail Clippers

· Shave Cream

· Razors

· Hair-Brush/Comb

· Deodorant

· Carmex/Chap-Stick

· Q-Tips

· Tissue

· Wet Ones/Baby Wipes

· Ear Plugs
· Towel(s)

· Wash Cloth(s)

· Hair Gel

Miscellaneous

· Camera – don’t forget plenty of film or memory cards and an extra battery.

· Battery Charger

· Tripod

· Computer – don’t forget the power cords for it.
· Passport if you’re leaving the country

· Books/Magazines/eReader – Things you might need to relax

· Music
· Binoculars – good for wildlife watching.

· Walking Stick

· Camelback Pack – if you want to take a nice hike.
· Multi-Use Tool – Leatherman, SOG, etc.

· Gun(s) – check to make sure you can legally carry them where you’re going.
· Money – some businesses in rural areas to not accept plastic (gasp).

· Pen and or Pencils – good for taking notes of your trip.

· Umbrella

· Pocket Knife

· Vehicle Insurance Papers

· Personal Insurance cards

· Satellite Phone – for very remote travel
· Whistle – needed for emergencies or just locating each other if FRS not available.

· Kindling – fire starters work well here.

· Firewood – if in no cut or non-wooded are you will need to haul it in.

Pets

· NOTE – Some parks and outdoor areas don’t allow pets, restrained or not so check first.
· Shot Records – usually only needed if crossing borders.

· Plenty of Water – more than you think you’ll need.

· Medication

· Bowls – try and have one for food and one for water.

· Poop Bags – don’t want to give dog owners a bad name.

· Leash/Cable – some locations require leashes even for dogs under voice control.

· Food and Toys

**If traveling to a very remote location, make sure to let friends and family, know where you’re going and when to expect you back. Also, someone having your planned route or travel itinerary could save your life. **

